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would help us clarify the situation,” he
wrote. A disputatio is a teaching
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legislation.”
An aide said that Mr. Howard would
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practical problems and lacks Amer-
ican support, could result in protracted
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Philosophical Rift: A Tale of Two Approaches

By RICHARD BERNSTEIN

Charles Sherover. who Leaches phi--

losophy at Hunter College, speaks in a
sort of paradox about certain other phi-
losophers. All too often, he says, those
who were accepled into the ranks of the
philosophers in America were not what
he calls “*philosophically inclined.”

“You're much more likely Lo find
philosophically inclined people outside
of philosophy,” Professor Sherover
said, “"because if you are philosophi-
cally inclined, you've probably been ex-
cluded."

Dr. Sherover's paradox, vehemently
rejected by his targets, well reflects an
argument taking place among Amer-
ican philosophers, sowing discord
within the ranks of the 6,000 or so mem-

bers of the American Philosophical As- |

sociation, a group that rarely makes

_ | headlines but is, presumably, engaged

in the task of examining the very foun-
dations of Western thought.

Some philosophers like Professor
Sherover, already organized into a
group whose members call themselves
pluralists, met in Cambridge, Mass.,
last month and formed a new organiza-
tion, The Society of Philosophers in
America, (o combat what they believe
1S the conirol over the field exercised
by what they see as a highly technical
subspeciality, the Anglo-American
analytical school.

Bogged Down in Logic

Underlying the pluralists’ aclivilies
is the beliel that philosophy, bogged
down in a stress on logic, language, and
empirical data, has lost its vocalion of
addressing the big questions asked by
perplexed mankind: what is being? Is
reality what our senses perceive? Doces
the universe have purpose?

Instead, the pluralists maintain, phi-
losophy has come o mimic the sci-
ences, striving (o allain new clarity
over what the big questions mean, with
the result that philosophy has departed
from the informed speculation that
gave it its appeal over the centuries.

The analysts themselves not only dis-
agree with this conclusion, but some
dismiss the way the pluralisis pose the
problem. They deny, for example, that

there is even such a thing these days as

Charles Sherover
Hunter College

“¥ ou're much more
likely to find philesophi-
cally inclined people out-
side of philosophy, be-
cause if you are philo-
sophically inclined,
you've probably been ex-
cluded.”

Ruth Barcan Marcus
Yale University

“It's not just fake history,
itisn'teven history,” she
said of the pluralists' ver-
sion of philosophy's
changes. ““The tradition
up to Kant was analyti-
cal. It was one of address-
ing questions in a carcful
way and giving reasons
for one's point of view.”

an analytic school, and they claim that
their own work, even if sometimes
highly technical, marks a continuation
of more than 2,000 years of rigorous
philosophical reflection.

The dispute among philosophers is
not the sort of thing that heats up pub-
lic emaotions, although it echoes dis-
putes in other ficlds. Economics is onc
example where higher eénd higher de-
grees of specialization have alienated
members of the public and some spe-
cialists as well.

Philosophy, morcover, even if no
longer followed as avidly by non-
philosophers as it was in centuries
past, does provide the foundation of
many other disciplines, establishing
grounds for judging ethical principles
and claims to know the tiuth.

In this sense, underlying the position
of Dr. Sherover and his allies is their
concern, rejecied by their opponents,
that philosophy has drified from the
center of intetlectual life to a technical
periphery, with the result that Western
civilization has been impoverished.

*The problem arises when it comes
down to saying that a certain way of
duing philusuphy is the only way, and if
you don"t do it that way you don't do it
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Two Tools Available

Based on the Administration's re-
marks !oday and a joint communiqué
last Tuesday by the United States and
its six leading trading partners, the im
mediate tools for stabilizing world cur-
rency markets are sporadic buying of
currencies and public relations, the lat-
ter reflected in today's While House
stalement.

The statement came after wecks of
refusals by the Administration to com-
ment on the dollar. It echoed last
week's Group of Seven statement,
which said the dollar's continued insta-
bility could be *‘counterproduclive by
damaging growth prospects in the
world economy."

Wher pressed Mr. Fitzwater would
not claborate on the Administration’s
specific fears or say whether the
United States was intervening to halt
the dollar's decline. Nor would he out-
line other steps the United Stales was
taking, except (o say that the While
House statement was '‘a response (o a
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